Wintu is the northernmost member of the Wintun family 
Of languages. In the 1910 census, 399 Wintu speakers, 4 of 
Whom were living in Nevada, were enumerated, but the lan- 
guage is now spoken only by several older people in Shasta 
and Trinity counties in northern California. There are no 
child speakers and there are no longer any monolingual 
speakers surviving, to my knowledge. 

The Wintun family Of languages was spoken in the 
8acramento River Valley and adjacent areas to the west 
covering a continuous segment of northern California north 
from the Carquinez Strait of San Francisco Bay. Wintun is 
a branch of the Penutian stock of languages of western 
North America, perhaps most closely related to the four 
other families of Penutian languages spoken in California — 
Maiduan, Miwokan, Yokuts, and Costanoan — and more distantly 
to other languages to the north. Wintun has usually been 
considered to consist of Wintu, Nomlaki, and Patwin, with 
Patwin considered the most divergent of the three; for 
Suisun, a variety of southern Patwin, the materials are 
too poorly recorded and too few to accord it the status 
of a distinctly separate language. These languages were 
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spoken by people in contact with adjacent speakers of Hokan 
languages (Southeastern, Eastern, and Northeastern Pomo; 
Chimariko, Shasta, Achomawi, and Yana) ; both Yukian lan- 
guages (Yuki and Wappo) ; Athabaskan languages (especially 
Wailaki, Lassik, Nongatl, and Hupa) ; and other Penutian 
languages (Coast, Lake, and Plains Miwok; Northwestern and 
Southern Maidu; Northern Valley Yokuts; and Saclan) . Be- 
sides these contiguous languages surrounding the Wintun 
area, wider contacts with noncontiguous northern California 
languages can be assumed. Later there were contacts with 

speakers of Russian, Spanish, and English. 

) 
The Wintun languages do not appear more dissimilar from 

each other than the Romance languages, and perhaps no more 
than two thousand years separates them/ from a common an- 
cestral form of speech. Many indications of the prevalence 
of bilingualism, resulting from contacts and intermarriages, 
are apparent in widely disseminated loan words and oral 
literary motifs which show extensive- resemblances through- 
out northern California. There are great structural resem- 
blances in the grammars and phonologies of the Wintun lan- 
guages, although spme are diffused as well as cognate in 
x. 

origin. 
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